
Beginners t e n d t o w o r r y t h a t t h e i r 
d r a w i n g s " d o n o t l o o k r i g h t " . T h e y 
u s u a l l y m e a n t h e y " d o n o t accurate ly 
describe w h a t t h e y see". I m p r o v i n g y o u r 
accuracy w i l l i m p r o v e y o u r conf idence , 
a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e basic p r i n c i p l e s 
o f perspect ive h e l p s y o u t o check y o u r 
observat ions. 
Perspective is t h e means b y w h i c h y o u 
achieve a c o n v i n c i n g s p a t i a l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e parts of t h e 

d r a w i n g . T h e l a w s of perspect ive are 
l i k e t h e l a w s of g r a m m a r : t o be l e a r n e d 
a n d t h e n used t o h e l p y o u express 
y o u r s e l f - t h e y s h o u l d n o t d o m i n a t e 
y o u r subject. N o r m a l l y - v e r t i c a l edges 
are d r a w n as ver t i ca ls o n y o u r d r a w i n g 
a n d h o r i z o n t a l edges are d r a w n as 
c o n v e r g i n g l i n e s w h i c h meet at e i ther a 
d i s t a n t c e n t r a l or v a n i s h i n g p o i n t , or at 
t w o p o i n t s at e i ther s ide of t h e object. 

Eye level 
The vanishing p o i n t of the 
horizontal lines depends o n 
the height at w h i c h you 
observe the subject: the 
higher you are the higher the 
vanishing point , and the 
lower you are the lower the 
vanishing point . The eye 
level is at the level of the 
vanishing point . 

One vanishing p o i n t 
Imagine three blocks of flats 
standing side by side. The 
roads, windows and roofs a l l 
have parallel horizontal 
lines. When viewed side by 
side, their receding edges 
w i l l appear to converge on a 
common vanishing point 
Qeft)-

T w o vanishing points 
If you are drawing boxes 
or corners of buildings, 
each side w i l l produce 
converging lines w h i c h meet 
at two separate vanishing 
points (left). I n both single 
and double vanishing point 
drawings the distant point is 
always at your eye level. 


